'IN  COMMON  PRACTICE'

Dr. Balfour's last figures, since she does not tell us
where she secured them, other than that some came"
from the North. If, however, by 'North' she Indicates
the Punjab and the North-West Frontier Province,
then be it borne in mind that these parts of India are
principally inhabited by Muhammadans, with whom
Mother India was not concerned.

The whole of British India, with its total population
of 247 million people, has only 5,581 institutions for
medical relief, containing under 75,000 beds.1 And
remembering that only 2 per cent, of the female popula-
tion is literate, in a country admittedly full of ancient
superstition and prejudice, it may be asked what kind
of Hindus go to these hospitals, when a Hindu as en-
lightened as is Mr. Gandhi can term them all 'institu-
tions for the propagation of sin.'2 Little doubt that
those women, of the great Hindu majority, who dare to
transgress the customs and practice of their religion are
the most adventurous, the most advanced, the most
exceptional of their race.

And, since Mother India speaks of Hindu women
only, it is necessary to know, before we place too much
value on Dr. Balfour's statistics, exactly what per-
centage of the maternity cases quoted were Hindu and
what percentage Christian, Muhammadans, or Parsis.

1 Public, Local Fund and Private-aided Civil Hospitals and Dis-
pensaries, 3,956 ; beds 41,086. Special and Railway Dispensaries,
908; beds 7,675. Mental Institutions, 23 ; beds 9,608. Non-aided
Civil Hospitals and Dispensaries 601; beds 55053. Leper Asylums
75 j beds 9,734. Tuberculosis Sanatoria, 18 ; beds 921. (Health
Organisation in British India, League of Nations Publication, 1928,
P-9-)

z Indian Home Rule, M. K. Gandhi, Ganesh and Company,
MaSras, 1924, p. 61,
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